35% above the 1997 national age-adjusted rate of 21.1 deaths per 100,000 people. But the Santa Fe area is almost as dry, yet has a COPD death rate only three-fourths the national rate. Still another suspect is agriculture. Dozens of agricultural counties in the inland West have COPD death rates 25-100% higher than the national average. But some have average or below-average COPD death rates.
Outdoor pollutants may contribute to the problem. The COPD death rate in the core city of Denver is about 40% above the national average, while suburban Douglas County has a COPD death rate about 10% below the national average. And in the small town of Farmington, New Mexico, which is within 25 miles of two major coal-fired power plants and numerous natural gas processing facilities, COPD death rates happen to be 9% worse than the already-high rate for New Mexico.
Other possible influences are indoor pollutants, the changing parameters for COPD diagnosis, misdiagnosis, increasing COPD deaths as heart disease and cancer rates decline, lack of insurance, age, sex, race, ethnicity, and other genetic factors. The contrasting evidence shows that there are no simple explanations. But (1990) (1991) (1992) (1993) (1994) 
